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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the subject compound which is useful as an antibacterial 
agent with a broad antibacterial spectrum action by allowing azithromycin 
dihydrate to react with hydrogen chloride gas and subsequendy precipitating 
and filtering off the obtained product. 

CONSTITUTION: This method for producing the azithromycin dihydrochloride 
comprises allowing (B) azithromycin monohydrate or azithromycin dihydrate 
dissolved in (A) a lower alcohol or a lower ketone to react with 1.6-2 
equivalents of hydrogen chloride gas dissolved in a dry lower alkyl alcohol, 
precipitating the obtained product in the absence of a solvent or preferably 
with diethyl ether or dipropyl ether and subsequendy filtering off the 
precipitates. Therein, the gas preferably has a concentration of 12-20 
wt./vol.%. The reaction temperature and the precipitation temperature are 
preferably 10-15 
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